
Melissa W arr  ? Em p ow er in g  Ed ucat ors t o  Ch allen g e In eq u it y  t h roug h  Cr it ical A I Pract ices

Focus: Crit ical pedagogy approaches to addressing  racial b ias in  generat ive AI for secondary educators

Key Achievem ents:

- Secured  add it ional $100,000 Spencer Foundat ion  g ran t , extend ing  p roject  th rough 2026
- Recru ited  116 teacher app lican ts, w ith  16 confirm ed for June 2-6, 2025 w orkshop
- Estab lished partnersh ips w ith  local school d ist rict s
- Delivered  10 p resentat ions and  pub lished peer-review ed w ork on  theoret ical foundat ions
- Developed prototype AI b ias detect ion  tool

Budget Status: $9,914 allocated ; spend ing  beg ins w ith  June w orkshop
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Prog ram  Su m m ar ies

Four Em erg ing  Scholars aw ardees subm it ted  p rog ress reports for Spring  2025, represent ing  d iverse research  
in it iat ives spann ing  educat ion  technology, sport s psychology, b iom echan ics, and  pub lic health . All p roject  PIs 
dem onst rated  sign ifican t  p rog ress tow ard  their stated  ob ject ives, w ith  st rong  p relim inary outcom es and 
m ean ing fu l student  engagem ent .

Kat ie Hirsch  ? A Com parison  of  Preferences for Form al and  In form al At h let e Leaders

Focus: Mixed-m ethods study of un iversity ath letes? p references of in form al leadersh ip  behaviors

Key Achievem ents:

- Phase 1 data collect ion  ongoing : 197 ath letes accessed survey, 129 retained  for analysis
- Trained  underg raduate researcher w ho presented  at  URCAS conference
- Com pleted  PI Academ y t rain ing  and  ident ified  fu ture NCAA g rant  opportun it ies
- Estab lished collaborat ions w ith  NMSU Ath let ics Departm ent

Budget Status: $960 spent , $8,995.93 rem ain ing .

Alyssa Van derlin den  ? Invest ig at in g  Mot or an d  Cog n it ive Dual-Task s in  Ch ild ren  w it h  Au t ism  
Spect rum  Disorder

Focus: Biom echan ical analysis of gait  pat terns in  ch ild ren  w ith  ASD during  dual-task cond it ions

Key Achievem ents:

- Collected  data from  21 part icipants (15 ASD, 6 neurotyp ical) since March  2025
- Exceeded expected  recru itm ent  pace at  4-5 part icipants w eekly
- Mentored  underg raduate students w ho w on "Outstand ing  Poster - STEM Aw ard" at  URCAS
- Estab lished partnersh ip  w ith  NMSU Aut ism  Diagnost ic Center

Budget Status: $2,189.61 spent ; $7,802.39 rem ain ing

Bea Ade-Osh ifog un  ? In t im at e Par t n er Violen ce Risk  Assessm en t  for Lat in o Im m ig ran t s

Focus: Develop ing  cu ltu rally sensit ive in t im ate partner violence assessm ent  tools

Key Achievem ents:

- Recru ited  in terd iscip linary team  includ ing  nursing  and  com puter science facu lty
- Conducted  18 in terview s from  40 recru ited  part icipants across six com m unit ies
- Adapted  m ethodology from  focus g roups to ind ividual in terview s due to com m unity concerns
- Manuscrip t  in  developm ent  for fall 2025 subm ission

Budget Status: $9,081.88 spent ; $918.12 rem ain ing



Student  Developm ent

All p rojects dem onst rate sign ifican t  underg raduate and  g raduate student  involvem ent . 
Students p resented  research  at  con ferences, gained  hands-on experience, and  developed 
professional skills. Notab le ach ievem ents include URCAS aw ards and leadersh ip  opportun it ies.

Com m unity Engagem ent

Project  involve partnersh ips on  and off cam pus. These partnersh ips include local school 
d ist rict s, im m ig ran t  com m unit ies across Southern  New  Mexico, NMSU?s Ath let ics Departm ent , 
and  the NMSU Aut ism  Diagnost ic Center.

Pub licat ion  and  Dissem inat ion

Recip ien ts are act ively sharing  find ings th rough peer-review ed pub licat ions, in teract ive 
w ebsites and  tools, con ference presentat ions, and  com m unity w orkshops, ensuring  research  
im pact  beyond academ ic circles.

Cross-Pro jec t  Th em es

Aw ardees encountered  and  overcam e 
several challenges:

- Recru itm ent  m od ificat ions due to 
polit ical clim ate concerns

- Language barriers requ iring  
add it ional b ilingual staff

- Tim eline ad justm ents based on  
faster-than-expected  data collect ion

- Resource reallocat ion  as student  
circum stances changed

Key  Tak eaw ays
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Ch al len g es an d  Ad ap t at ion s

All p rojects are posit ioned for con t inued 
success w ith  clear t rajectories tow ard  
com plet ion . Poten t ial ou tcom es include 
peer-review ed pub licat ions, con ference 
p resentat ions, policy recom m endat ions, 
and  therapeut ic in tervent ion  developm ent . 
Aw ardees have ach ieved various m ilestones 
to date, includ ing  pub licat ion , student  
p resentat ions, p rofessional developm ent , 
and  acqu iring  add it ional g ran t  fund ing .
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