
The Discovery Scholars 
Prog ram  (DSP) p rovides 
underg raduate students 
w ith  in tensive research  and 
m entorsh ip  opportun it ies. 
The present  sum m ary 
includes six DSP app lican ts 
and  their p roposed research  
p rojects, as w ell as 
est im ated  t im elines and  
p lanned professional 
developm ent  act ivit ies.

Prog ram  Overv iew

Acad em ic  Disc ip l in es Rep resen t ed
Applicants? areas of interest and brief project descriptions are 
listed below:

Five app lican ts an t icipate 
their p rojects last ing  
approxim ately one 
academ ic year and  one 
project  is est im ated  to 
span th ree sem esters. 
During  the p roject  
period , app lican ts p lan  to 
m eet  w ith  facu lty 
advisors w eekly (n=3) or 
b iw eekly (n=3).

Tim ef ram es

- Qualit at ive research  
m ethods

- Experim ental design
- Laboratory techn iques
- Stat ist ical analysis

- Cod ing
- Scien t ific w rit ing  and  

com m unicat ion
- Project  m anagem ent
- Collaborat ive research

Met h od o log ical  Train in g  an d  Sk i l ls Develop m en t
Scholars will ga in proficiency in:
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- Hist ory 

- How  the Em berá-Cham í peop le of Caldas, Colom bia 

m ain tain , pass dow n, and  change their t rad it ional m ed ical 

p ract ices to fit  in to m odern  healthcare system s

- Kinesiolog y

- Su itab ilit y of VR and sim ilar technolog ies for poten t ial pain  

m angem ent  app licat ions

- Counseling  and  Com m un it y Psycholog y 

- Understand ing  the developm ent  of em ot ional self-regu lat ion  

in  deaf hard-of-hearing  ch ild ren

- Psycholog y  

- Effect  of t radeoff betw een encod ing  and ret rieval on  long  

face-nam e associat ion  w ith in  in t ra and  ext ra experim ental 

con text  

- Geog raphy

- A field -based case study of a City of Las Cruces "Lift  Up" 

neighborhood im provem ent  in it iat ive

- An t h ropolog y 

- Health  im p licat ions of food  insecurity on  college cam puses 



Three m ain  goals w ere d iscussed by app lican ts regard ing  p rofessional developm ent : g raduate 
p rog ram  adm issions, p reparing  conference presentat ions, and  p reparing  m anuscrip ts for 
peer-review ed pub licat ions. See Tab le 1 for m ore in form at ion  about  the num ber of 
app licat ions list ing  each goal.

Pro f ession al  Develop m en t  Goals

Of the four students w ho p lan  to p resent  their research  at  con ferences, all p lan  to p resent  at  
NMSU?s Underg raduate Research  and Creat ive Art s Sym posium  (URCAS), and  one student  
in tends to add it ionally p resent  their w ork a the Spring  2027 Society for App lied  Anthropology 
conference. 

Key  Tak eaw ays

N

Graduate Prog ram  Adm issions 6

Conference Presentat ions 4

Pub licat ions 2

Tab le 1: Professional Developm en t  Goals

The projects p roposed by th is cohort  of DSP app lican ts are varied , but  all are expected  to 
resu lt  in  m ean ing fu l con t ribu t ions to their respect ive fields, NMSU, and  the com m unity. 
Discovery Scholars w ill receive m entorsh ip, t rain ing , and  experience that  w ill p repare them  
for g raduate school and  indust ry jobs.
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