
Jod i Pat t erson  - Cu l t u ral ly  In form ed  Safet y  Plan n in g  for  Im m ig ran t  Su rv iv iors of  
In t im at e Par t n er  Vio len ce

Focus: Understand ing  the experiences and safety-p lann ing  needs of im m ig ran t  and  Lat ino survivors of 
in t im ate partner violence (IPV) in  Southern  New  Mexico, in  order to in form  cu ltu rally responsive 
in tervent ions.

Key Achievem ents:

- Obtained  IRB approval in  Decem ber 2025 and launched recru itm ent  in  January 2026 using  
m ult ip le com m unity-engaged st rateg ies.

- Com pleted  10 part icipant  in terview s to date, w ith  5 add it ional in terview s pend ing .
- Bu ilt  an  extensive com m unity recru itm ent  netw ork spann ing  resource centers, pub lic lib raries, 

m ed ical clin ics, local businesses, the La Casa IPV shelter in  Las Cruces, and  the Em pow erm ent  
Congress of Doña Ana, includ ing  at tendance at  Vecinos Un idos m eet ings in  La Mesa, 
Vado/Cerrillo, An thony, and  Sun land  Park.

- Generated  early find ings ind icat ing  that  m any survivors had  no form al safety p lan  p rior to 
escap ing  abuse, rein forcing  the need for cu ltu rally in form ed safety-p lann ing  educat ion  and  
in tervent ions.

Budget Status: $5,549.48 spent  to date; $8,840.98 rem ain ing  of the aw ard , w ith  add it ional g raduate 
research  assistan t  salary com m it ted  th rough May 2026. Funds have supported  g raduate research  
assistan t  salary and  fringe, part icipant  incent ives, refreshm ents, and  t ranscrip t ion  services.

Overv iew
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Prog ram  Su m m ar ies

Four Em erg ing  Scholars aw ardees subm it ted  p rog ress reports for the 2025?2026 prog ram  
cycle, represent ing  d iverse research  in it iat ives spann ing  pub lic health , com m unicat ion  
d isorders, early-ch ildhood in tervent ion , and  com putat ional social science. All p roject  p rincipal 
invest igators dem onst rated  m ean ing fu l p rog ress tow ard  their stated  ob ject ives, w ith  st rong  
p relim inary outcom es, substan t ial student  involvem ent , and  act ive com m unity and  
p rofessional partnersh ips. Several p rojects are on  pace to extend  in to 2027 for con t inued 
analysis and  d issem inat ion .

Meg an  Young  - Exp lor ing  t he Career Developm en t  of  Adu l t s W ho St u t t er

Focus: A qualit at ive study of how  stu t tering  in fluences the career decision-m aking  p rocess and broader 
career developm ent  of adu lt s w ho stu t ter

Key Achievem ents:

- Com pleted  all data collect ion  as of June 2026: 24 in terview s across 12 part icipants.
- Trained  th ree research  assistan ts in  reflexive them at ic analysis, scoring  of clin ical m easures, and  

in terview  t ranscrip t  p reparat ion .
- Began analysis of Aim  1 (the in fluence of stu t tering  on  career decision-m aking ), w ith  an  est im ated  

com plet ion  date of Septem ber 2026.
- Began draft ing  the in t roduct ion  of the m anuscrip t  correspond ing  to Aim  1; t ranscrip t  p reparat ion  

for all 24 in terview s is on  t rack for com plet ion  by Septem ber 2026.

Budget Status: Projected  spend ing  w ill support  research  assistan ts for data m anagem ent  and  analysis, PI 
and  student  t ravel to the Am erican Speech-Language-Hearing  Associat ion  (ASHA) Annual Convent ion , 
and  open-access pub lish ing  costs. An extension  in to Spring  2027 is p lanned.



Sarah  W ieg an d  - Coach in g  Careg ivers w it h  In t el lec t ual Disab i l i t ies in  Ear ly  
In t erven t ion : A  Profession al Develop m en t  Pi lo t  Prog ram

Focus: A p ilot  p rofessional-developm ent  p rog ram  designed to st reng then early-in tervent ion  p roviders' 
coach ing  p ract ices w hen w orking  w ith  parents w ho have an  in tellectual d isab ilit y.

Key Achievem ents:

- Com pleted  a four-session  curricu lum  g rounded in  Part  C early-in tervent ion  best  p ract ices and  
evidence-based st rateg ies for support ing  paren ts w ith  in tellectual d isab ilit y.

- Developed research  m easures and  fidelit y checklist s, includ ing  a dem ograph ic quest ionnaire, 
facilit at ion  fidelit y checklist , a m od ified  Early In tervent ion  Self-Efficacy Scale, a p rovider sat isfact ion  
quest ionnaire, and  a focus-g roup p rotocol.

- Received  IRB approval on  June 22, 2026, and  began expert -review er feedback and  m ult i-state 
p rovider recru itm ent  across Georg ia, New  Mexico, and  New  Jersey, w ith  the p rog ram  set  to launch 
in  Septem ber 2026.

- Presented  at  the Conference for Research  Innovat ions in  Early In tervent ion  (February 2026) and  is 
p reparing  a p roposal for AERA 2027.

Budget Status: $1,222.19 spent ; $12,777.81 rem ain ing  of the aw ard . An extension  in to Spring  2027 w as 
requested  to com plete the curricu lum  p ilot , data analysis, and  d issem inat ion .

Ton i Rouhana - Com pu t at ional Analysis of  W ar Narrat ives Across Social Med ia 
Plat form s

Focus: Build ing  an  analyt ical fram ew ork to study the evolu t ion  of w ar narrat ives across social m ed ia 
p lat form s, includ ing  Facebook, X (form erly Tw it ter), Teleg ram , and  YouTube.

Key Achievem ents:

- Com pleted  Phase 3 of the research  p lan  by im port ing  m ult i-p lat form  JSON data in to an  
unst ructured  MongoDB database.

- Em ployed tw o underg raduate research  assistan ts cent ral to in it ial data p rocessing  and  
quality-cont rol test ing  across m ult ip le languages and  p lat form s.

- Hired  a g raduate research  assistan t  to lead  advanced techn ical w ork in  Fall 2026, refin ing  the 
database arch itecture in to a schem a capab le of accom m odat ing  the p roject 's com plex, 
m ult i-d im ensional data.

- Posit ioned the p roject  to beg in  Phase 5 (Com putat ional Analysis) in  Fall 2026, includ ing  natural 
language processing  to detect  w ar-narrat ive them es, sen t im ent  analysis, and  st ructural top ic 
m odeling  to t race narrat ive evolu t ion  over t im e.

Budget Status: Funds support  underg raduate and  g raduate research  assistan ts engaged in  data 
m anagem ent  and  com putat ional analysis.

Prog ram  Su m m ar ies

Cross Pro jec t  Th em es

All four p rojects dem onst rate sign ifican t  underg raduate and  g raduate student  involvem ent . Students 
w ere t rained  in  advanced research  m ethods (e.g ., reflexive them at ic analysis, clin ical-m easure scoring , 
database m anagem ent , and  quality-cont rol test ing ) and  took on  substan t ive responsib ilit ies w ith in  
each study. Projects supported  g raduate research  assistan ts and  m ult ip le underg raduate researchers, 
p rovid ing  hands-on  experience and  p rofessional-skill developm ent .

St uden t  Developm en t



Projects involve partnersh ips on  and  off cam pus. These include com m unity resource centers, pub lic 
lib raries, clin ics, and  the La Casa IPV shelter and  Em pow erm ent  Congress of Doña Ana in  Southern  
New  Mexico; Part  C early-in tervent ion  netw orks and  coord inators across Georg ia, New  Mexico, and  
New  Jersey; and  clin ical and  p rofessional com m unit ies in  speech-language pathology. Together they 
extend  the reach and  relevance of the research  w ell beyond cam pus.

Com m un it y and  Professional Eng ag em en t

Recip ien ts are act ively sharing  their w ork th rough m anuscrip ts in  developm ent , con ference 
p resentat ions, and  p rofessional conven ings. High ligh ts include a p resentat ion  at  the Conference for 
Research  Innovat ions in  Early In tervent ion , a forthcom ing  AERA 2027 proposal, a m anuscrip t  in  
p rog ress on  the career developm ent  of adu lt s w ho stu t ter w ith  p lanned presentat ion  at  the ASHA 
Annual Convent ion , and  em erg ing  find ings from  the IPV study that  poin t  tow ard  cu ltu rally in form ed 
pract ice recom m endat ions.

Pub licat ion  and  Dissem inat ion

Ch al len g es an d  Ad ap t at ion s
Aw ardees encountered  and  adapted  to several challenges: 

- Recru itm ent  barriers w ith  sensit ive and  hard-to-reach popu lat ions, includ ing  st igm a 
surround ing  IPV, survivors' lim ited  ident ificat ion  w ith  IPV, d ist rust  related  to im m ig rat ion  status, 
and  part icipants in  acute crisis requ iring  sustained , t rust -bu ild ing  com m unity engagem ent .

- Sam ple dem ograph ics that  d iverged from  expectat ions, p rom pt ing  cont inued out reach to 
reach the in tended study popu lat ion .

- Com plex, staged data p ipelines requ iring  new  techn ical in frast ructure and  specialized  
personnel, such  as the t ransit ion  
from  unst ructured  to st ructured  
data and  the add it ion  of a 
g raduate research  assistan t  to 
lead  database arch itecture.

- Tim eline ad justm ents as analysis 
and  d issem inat ion  phases 
extend  in to 2027, w ith  several 
aw ardees p lann ing  or request ing  
no-cost  extensions in to Spring  
2027.

Key  Tak eaw ays
All four p rojects are posit ioned for 
con t inued success w ith  clear 
t rajectories tow ard  com plet ion . 
Aw ardees have already ach ieved  
m ean ing fu l m ilestones (e.g ., IRB 
approvals, com pleted  data collect ion , 
curricu lum  and inst rum ent  
developm ent , con ference 
p resentat ions, and  the bu ildout  of 
research  in frast ructure and  team s). 
Ant icipated  outcom es include 
peer-review ed pub licat ions, add it ional 
con ference p resentat ions, cu ltu rally 
in form ed pract ice and  safety-p lann ing  
recom m endat ions, and  new  
professional-developm ent  tools. 
Several p rojects are expected  to 
extend  in to 2027 to com plete analysis 
and  d issem inat ion .
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